
4    54  |  Contents Contents  |  5

Reflection and dialogue. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  109

The temporary end of the Schism between East and West . .  .  .  .  110

The lengthiest assembly in the history of the Church . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  112

The pope and the dalai lama of Tibet . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  114

Renewal of the Church in the contemporary world . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  115

The patriarch of Constantinople has second thoughts. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  116

Heretics, crusaders and knights . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  119

The excommunication of Martin Luther. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  120

Giordano Bruno: The impenitent, pertinacious 
and obstinate heretic. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  122

Repression of the “heretical plague”. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  125

The defeat of the Turks at Vienna . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  126

The pope’s horror at the havoc wrought by the crusaders . .  .  .  .  128

The last crusade. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  129

Interrogation of the Knights Templar in the castle of Chinon. .  .  130

Trial of the Templars of France. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  132

Gold and ink. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  135

The energetic cardinal Gil de Albornoz’s political 
and military actions. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  136

The meticulous work of two Benedictine scribes. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  139

A little book that survived the war. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140

The precious transcription of the Church of Tivoli’s 
oldest documents . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  141

The rights of the Church in 400 documents . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  143

The pope’s tribunal. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  144

Scientists, philosophers and inventors. .  .  147

The ten days eliminated in the 1582 calendar. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  148

Nicolaus Copernicus: A canon who studied the stars . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  150

A “machine for sailing through the air”. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  151

Papal recognition of the University of Cambridge. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  153

Voltaire and the “father of the world” . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  154

Erasmus of Rotterdam’s praise of moderation. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  157

In the Palazzo Clementino-Caffarelli . .  .  .  159

The Signs of Power . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  163

The seals of the Council fathers on a solemn apostolic letter. .  .  164

The patriarch of Moscow’s wax seal . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  167

Philip of Spain’s imposing gold seal . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  168

A Lombard prince’s applied seal. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  170

The “closed period” . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  173

The Ferramonti concentration camp. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  174

The slaughter at the Fosse Ardeatine (I) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  176

The slaughter at the Fosse Ardeatine (II). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  178

The Black Madonna of Częstokowa. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  181

The priests of Dachau . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  182

The fate of Edith and Rosa Stein. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  184

Air raid on Rome: The bombing of the S. Lorenzo district. .  .  .  .  187

November 5, 1943: Air raid on the Vatican. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  188

Biographical profiles. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  191

Glossary. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  200

Bibliography. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  205

Photographic credits . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  212

The Vatican Secret Archives. The people 2012. .  .  214

Introductions. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7

In the Palazzo dei Conservatori . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15

The Guardian of Memory. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19

The mysterious story of an ancient formulary. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20

Dividing up the world . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22

Francis of Assisi and life according to the Gospels. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24

The caliph and the pope. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  25

The last Ming empress. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  26

Abraham Lincoln accredits his ambassador to the papal court . .  28

Echoes of the American Civil War. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

The scientist facing the Inquisition. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  30

The oldest paper document written in Mongolian . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  32

Gian Lorenzo Bernini’s angels . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  33

The imperial ban against heretic. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  35

An impressive archival item. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  36

The pope and the Incas . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  37

Mozart receives a prestigious award. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  38

The tsar of Russia against the sultan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40

Michelangelo’s work at the Fabbrica of St. Peter’s. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  43

An ancient accounting book written in the vernacular. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  44

The pope’s secret writing. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  45

Concessions by the emperor Barbarossa to his loyal vassal. .  .  .  46

A birchbark message to the “Great Master of Prayer” . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  48

Congratulations from Hirohito. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  49

Henry VIII’s “Secret Matter”. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  51

Apostle of the Indies . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  52

A collection of Persian poems . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  55

Tiara and Crown . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  57

Origins of the temporal power of the popes . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  58

A purple parchment written in gold . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  61

The supremacy of the pope in 27 assertions. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  62

The end of the struggle over investitures . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  64

The Power of the Keys. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  65

The last act of the papal theocracy . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  67

The emperor’s two crowns . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  68

The Swiss Guard: The pope’s soldiers (I) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  70

The Swiss Guard: The pope’s soldiers (II). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  71

The end of the Thirty Years’ War. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  72

Napoleon Bonaparte and freedom of worship in France. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  74

September 20, 1870: The end of the Papal State. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  76

The birth of the Vatican City State. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  77

In the conclave’s secrecy . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  79

Conclave regulations. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  81

The unbearable weight of the tiara . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  82

Election of the pope. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  84

The “deposed” pope. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  87

At the conclave . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  88

Saints, queens and courtiers . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  91

The seer of Lourdes: The pope’s «little Zouave». .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  92

A despairing message from Marie Antoinette of France. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  93

The Trastevere saint’s visions. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  94

A Woman arrayed in sunlight. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  97

Lucrezia Borgia, the “pope’s daughter”. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  98

An unconventional queen leaves her throne . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  101

A queen bound for the scaffold. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  102

The empress Sissi’s gratitude. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  104

Teresa of Ávila and the “martyrdom” of writing. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  107

Contents


